AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
U.S. APR NO. 10/682,429 

REMARKS 

Summary of the Office Action 

Claims 1-22 are pending in the application. 

Claims 1-5, 7, 9-12, 14-19, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being 
unpatentable over Watanabe (U.S. Patent 5,519,412). 

Claims 6, 8, 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being unpatentable over 
Watanabe and further in view of Yoshida (U.S. Patent 5,852,680). 

Applicant respectfully traverses these rejections. 

Analysis of the claim rejections 

Sometimes it is desirable to change the shape of a character when using a specific font. 
In the conventional art, however, to output characters of various shapes, diverse fonts should be 
stored in a memory. This requires a memory having a large capacity. 

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the shape of a character can be 
changed without requiring large memory capacity. Figure 4 illustrates how the shape of a 
character shown in Fig. 3 is transformed. As shown in Fig. 4, the transformed character is 
formed by moving a start point 1 (410) by a small degree. In addition, if a control point 2 (420) 
is moved, a Bezier curve, which is formed by connecting the control point 2 (420) to a control 
point 3 (430), is shaped different from the character of Fig. 3. 

Watanabe discloses a patent processing apparatus which uses relative coordinates to 
define a character. If there is a size change instruction, the relative coordinates of the font data 
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are variably magnified in accordance with the size change data. If the character is to be rotated, 
the relative coordinates are converted in accordance with the rotation data. (Col. 5, lines 31-38). 

In rejecting claim 1, the Examiner, inter alia, refers to col. 5, lines 30-36 and Fig. 3 A of 
Watanabe as teaching transforming the font for the character by moving a set of transforming 
feature points of a plurality of feature points comprising the font data for the character, according 
to the set degree of font transformation. The Examiner concedes that Watanabe fails to 
speci fically disclose moving features points of the font data downward, upward, to the left, or to 
the right, but the Examiner argues that this would have been obvious from Watanabe because 
Watanabe teaches adjusting the X and Y coordinates of the feature points of the font data in 
accordance with an input designation to change the size of or rotate the font data. 

Claim 1 specifies the moving of the set of transforming feature points moves the 
transforming feature points from their usual positions in the character, thereby transforming a 
shape of the character. Applicant submits that Watanabe does not teach or suggest this feature. 
Watanabe only discloses magnifying font data in accordance with size change data or converting 
coordinates in accordance with rotation data. Thus, the coordinates retain their usual position in 
the character. The only change is that the size of the character is changed or the character is 
rotated. The shape of the character is retained. 

Independent method claim 7 is somewhat similar to claim 1 and contains a feature similar 
to the feature of claim 1 discussed above. Also, independent claims 14, 21 and 22 contain a 
similar feature. Applicant submits that independent claims 1, 7, 14, 21 and 22 are patentable 
over Watanabe, at least because Watanabe does not teach or suggest that the moving of the set of 
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transforming feature points moves the transforming feature points from their usual positions in 
the character, thereby transforming a shape of the character. 

Claims 2-5, 9-12, and 15-19 are patentable for at least the reasons the independent claims 
are patentable. 

Regarding the rejection of claims 6, 8, 13 and 20 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being 
unpatentable over Watanabe and further in view of Yoshida, Applicant submits that Yoshida 
does not make up for the deficiencies of Watanabe that were discussed above, and at least for 
this reason claims 6, 8, 13 and 20 are patentable. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 
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